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Pastor’s Ponderings
2018 Jubilee Year—A time of Rest, Refreshment,
Renewal!
Trinity’s Jubilee Year is off to a great start. We are
taking a ‘time out’ in 2018 from ceaseless activity and
unproductive exertion. This year, we are focusing on
what can be called the uniquely ‘CHURCH’
practices…the things that only churches do. Like
reading the Bible…the whole Bible in one year! See
the article below about the small groups who started
reading in January and are meeting to talk about the
experience.
Another uniquely ‘CHURCH’ practice is prayer.
Each month this year we will have a Prayer of the
Month which asks God to help us, as a Church, to grow
more loving and more faithful. The January prayer was
used in worship and committee meetings and Bible
studies and hopefully, by people in their private prayer
time.
The February prayer is on the outside cover of the
Tower and was written by one of Trinity’s members
who prays faithfully for our Church. Please cut it out
and use it in your prayer time this month. All of heaven
rejoices to hear the people of God praying together for
the Church.
As part of our Jubilee Year, we are looking for
ways that more and more people can grow in their
prayer life. Here are some ideas that you can consider
for yourself:
*As you pray this month, remind yourself that God is
with you, always and everywhere. Invite God to open
your heart, your mind, and your soul to a growing
awareness of the Holy Spirit’s action in your life and
the lives of those around you. Be ready to be amazed as
you start to notice and claim God’s presence in new and
wonderful ways.
*Do you like to write? Would you consider writing a
prayer for the church? If words are your special friends,
so to speak, go ahead and compose a prayer and drop it
off in the office or e-mail to pastorimtrinity@gmail.com.
You don’t even have to sign your name if you don’t
want to. Your prayer contribution might be just the
thing for our Prayer of the Month! At the end of 2018,
we’ll see about putting together a Jubilee Year Prayer
book!
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*Give the Wednesday night Prayer Meeting a try. It’s a
mid-week half-hour of prayer that moves smoothly
from Prayers of Thanksgiving to a Psalm Prayer, a
Prayer of Confession, and Prayers for the World.
Everyone is welcome, and many people find it the
perfect place to slow down, feel the presence of God,
and get a few things off their chest!
* Have you ever considered getting or being a prayer
partner? A big part of my sense of ministry is what I
call the ‘Yenta’ factor. A Yenta is a Jewish woman
who served as the Matchmaker back in the day when
arranged marriages were a common practice. I see the
Yenta role as my chance to bring together people with
similar interests, challenges, visions. So if you would
like to have a prayer partner as part of our Jubilee year
celebration, please let me know, and I’ll help you find
one! A partner in prayer is someone that you can talk to
about your prayer life. You can pray together if that
feels right or just support and encourage each other to
greater faithfulness in the practice of prayer.
God’s peace to us all as we remember the goodness
of God who intends for us to rest in the Word, relax in
Sabbath peace, and be renewed by prayer through the
power of the Holy Spirit. In the name of Jesus,

Pastor Geri
Reading Through the Bible In A Year (RTTBIAY)
Genesis keeps introducing us to the Family of God.
There was plenty of dysfunction in that family, I think
you’ll agree. Matthew continues to give us insight into
Jesus’ teaching, and the parables really get rolling.
I hope you are looking forward to the daily readings
as the story of our faith unfolds. Friday at noon and
Sunday at 9:15, discussion groups are available.
Wednesday night may develop more interest in the
summer months, but for now pastor Geri will keep an
eye out after the prayer service for anyone who shows
up for discussion. Daily discipline will help develop
perseverance!
More than 38 people have committed themselves to
daily Bible-reading, and it’s not too late for you to join
in, if you want to. Call Sally in the office at (906)7742545 to see about picking up one of the Bibles we’re
using and getting started on the adventure of reading
God’s Holy Words.
–Jack Noyce

‘The Joyful Journey’—from our Bishop
As I write this, the office is officially closed, but I
am here finishing up some of the work that I want to get
done before the New Year begins. In the quiet, I pause
for a few moments, tracing the path on my desktop
labyrinth. I take time to reflect, the peacefulness feeling
a bit like the quiet at the center of a storm. 2017 has
been quite a year, a whirlwind in so many ways. It has
been my first full year as your bishop. I presided at my
first annual conference with you, ordained and
commissioned the first persons I will ever ordain or
commission. I preached at licensing school
graduation. I worked with others to make staffing
decisions, decisions that challenged me not because we
lacked good candidates but because we are blessed with
so many good leaders, and not all could be offered the
positions being considered. I have met with
committees, groups, and design teams. I have preached
at churches across the state, spoken to groups of clergy
and laity in locations far and near, celebrated with you,
pondered, and prayed with you. It has been a
whirlwind, and I am grateful for every moment. I have
experienced this whirlwind often as the creative winds
of the Spirit. I also appreciate moments such as these of
finding the quiet center, also a gift of the Spirit.
In this moment of reflection, I think of words that
crossed my desk earlier in the week. Love is the soul of
leadership. Love is what sustains people along the
arduous journey to the summit of any mountain. Love
is the source of the leader’s courage. Leaders are in
love: in love with leading, in love with their
organization’s products and services, and in love with
people. (James Kouzes and Barry Posner, The Truth About
Leadership, 138-139) This past year has been a year of
deepening love – love for the Michigan Area, our
churches, and our people; love for our identified vision
as a conference: to be Christ-centered, engaging in
mission and ministry, developing and encouraging bold
and effective leaders, and nurturing and growing vibrant
congregations. I love that our vision serves an even
larger vision, the vision God has for a newer world.
God’s creating, redeeming, and sustaining work, as
we understand it in Jesus Christ, is the transformation of
human lives and the world in love. The Psalmist
glimpsed this newer world when he wrote, “Steadfast
love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace
will kiss each other” (Psalm 85:10). The word for
righteousness includes, and could even be translated,
“justice,” and the word translated “peace” is “shalom,”
that wonderfully encompassing word with its deep
echoes of well-being, joy, and delight. John Wesley
glimpsed this newer world in his sermon “Scriptural
Christianity.” What will the world look like when
God’s transformative work is complete? All is
peace…. Here is no din of arms… wars are ceased
from the earth… Civil discord is at an end

forever…. Here is no oppression… no extortion to
grind the face of the poor; no robbery or wrong… or
injustice…. No unkind word can ever be heard among
them, no strife of tongues, no contention of any kind.
Such a world seems so distant, yet in God’s grace
we in our work contribute to this newer world. The
theologian Nicholas Wolterstorff put it beautifully: In
the eschatological image of the city, we have the
assurance that our efforts to make these present cities of
ours humane places in which to live – efforts which are
so often frustrated, efforts which so often lead to
despair – will, by way of the mysterious patterns of
history, eventually provide tiles and timbers for a city of
delight. (Until Justice and Peace Embrace, 140) What we
are about together here in the Michigan Area is this
transforming work of God, this work of new lives and a
new world. It is the work of love, and I love it, and I
am privileged to do it with people I love.
Thank you for the year gone by. Thank you for the
work ahead.
With You on an Amazing Adventure and This Joyful
Journey,
David Alan Bard
Michigan Area Bishop

United Methodist Women’s potluck
luncheon will be Thursday, February 1
at noon. All women of the church are
welcome. Please bring a dish to pass.
Wednesday Night
Community Prayer Meeting
Don’t forget….You have a chance
to slow down and sit with God on
Wednesday nights, 5:45 to 6:15, in our
Sanctuary. If it’s dinner time, you can always come a
little bit earlier and share in the Community Meal.
All are welcome as we pray together in the
Sanctuary. Invite your friends and family! Come and
remember how much God loves you. Time spent with
God, prayers, and a couple of songs can make all the
difference!
Financial News: The Finance Committee has
recommended the 2018 budget to the Church Council.
Good work by everyone involved! If you are interested,
you can get a copy of the draft budget in the magazine
rack outside the Church office. The Council and
Finance people would appreciate your questions and
comments.

Serving in Worship in February
February
Offering Counters:
Suzanne Harry & Sue Paternoster

February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

Tami & Mary Slagle, & Joyce Trevillian

February 4

8:00
10:30

Liturgists:
Lea Varda
Ruth Ann Badini

Projection System Operators
Jon Harry
Dean Laitinen

February 11

8:00
10:30

Mark Shemanski
Jeremiah Garrigues-Cortelyou

Kyle Shemanski
Dean Laitinen

February 18

8:00
10:30

Deb Saul
Drew Champagne

Jon Harry
Maddie Ryan

February 25

8:00
10:30

Mark Shemanski
Jill Noyce

Kyle Shemanski
Lizzy Ryan

Ushers: Please see the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Room by the elevator.
Junior Worship Leaders: Please see the sign-up sheet by the door of the Junior Worship room.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Preacher’s Corner
February starts off with the last two weeks of
our Epiphany series ‘Along the Way: The People
We Meet.’ From the night of his very birth, Jesus met
lots of people. So do we. Revisiting and remembering
the people we have met along the way gives us a chance
to review the lessons that Jesus teaches us through his
life.
And then…in the middle of February, we will shift
gears to the Season of Lent. Starting with Ash
Wednesday, we enter into a time of more serious
reflection on the meaning of sacrifice.
The sermons for Lent will focus us ‘At the
Crossroads.’ We’ll explore the intersection of various
choices as we think about the people who knew Jesus in
those last days of his life. Some chose well and some
did not. There is much we can learn about the
Crossroad choices in our own lives. Come and be
blessed by the words of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Feb. 4, The People We Meet Along the Way: The Sick
Ones. Mark 1:29-39
Feb. 11, Transfiguration Sunday. Along the Way: The
Ancient Ones. Mark 9:2-9
February Birthdays and Anniversaries
Please pray for them on their special day.

Feb. 14, Ash Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. At the Crossroads:
King David Confession. Psalm 51
Feb. 18, At the Crossroads: Judas Iscariot
Betrayal/Temptation. John 13:21-30
Feb. 25, At the Crossroads: Simon the Zealot Suffering.
Mark 8:31-38
Looking Ahead to Easter!
Ash Wednesday, February 14, at 6:00 p.m. Evening
worship with music from our choir. Come for the
Community Meal, and stay for the Imposition of Ashes.
Maundy Thursday, March 29, at 6:00 p.m. Evening
worship with Communion and music from our choir.
Easter Sunday, April 1 (yes, April Fools Day!) There
will be a Church-wide potluck brunch between the 8:00
and 10:30 worship services. Bring a dish to pass, and
share the joy with your Church family.

Membership Information Class: Pastor Geri will be
scheduling a class in late February or early March to
talk about the meaning of membership at Trinity UMC.
Please call the office, 774-2545, if you are interested in
finding out more

February Birthdays & Anniversaries
Please pray for them on their special day.
Feb. 3 Dick Allen, Marie Uren
5 Kim Thiry
6 Moira Cowling, Brynn Santoni
9 Drew Champagne, Bryan Rietveld
10 Jay Harry
11 Bethany Hunt, Rick & Linda Stanchina
Ward & Joyce Trevillian
12 Sue Saxon
13 Georgia Mundy
14 Chase Champagne, Courtney Edlebeck
15 Joanne Barnes, Tom Sandberg
Kirk & Laura Fortner
16 Matthew Mashak
18 Gary Davidson, Phyllis Noordhoff
19 Brandon Aman
20 Dacia Rose, Don Rowell, Devon Rushford
25 Adrianne Laurila
26 Ilah Bancroft
27 Mason Mundy, Myles Mundy
Margaret Phillips, Barbara Sandberg
28 Lee Hyrkas
29 Brian & Debi Tirschel
______________________________________________________________

Hospitalized since our last issue: Barbara Sandberg,
Don Yuhasey, Elaine Yuhasey, Guy Yuhasey.
Congratulations to Rick and Ann Musgrove, who have
a new grandson. Morrison Grant Musgrove was born
January 5 to Brad and Hannah Musgrove.
Brynlee Marie Summerfield was baptized on October
29, 2017. Brynlee was born June 6, 2017 to Chris and
Stacy Summerfield. Grandmother is Janis Nord. Greatgrandparents are Jon and Alice Nord.
“I cannot find the words to express my feelings of
love, joy, and thankfulness to my Trinity United
Methodist Church family as 2017 drew to a close.
Between my mother, my aunt, my illness, and my
surgery, all of you helped me. Prayers, cards, calls, and
taking over the community meal for me were all ways
Trinity expressed its love. Thank you for everything.”
—Joyce Erickson
“Dear Friends of Trinity: Thank you for your
thoughtful donation of $206.74. Thank you for helping
us make a difference in our community.”
--The Salvation Army
(The Salvation Army was our November 2017 Mission
of the Month.)
Direct Deposit Giving (DDG)
By Dean Laitinen
Oh, no…I didn’t put in my offering this week. Wait,
yes, I did. In fact, I’ve given for many weeks now,
without doing a thing. I have Direct Deposit Giving,

and I feel great. I’ve been giving what I feel I can each
week. Supporting my church. And I haven’t even
noticed.
I have actually had this thought before. It’s a great
feeling to know that I designated what I felt I could
give, the interval of time I could give it, and let it go
from there. If I need to change the amount, I can do
that instantly and confidentially.
I found that I didn’t even realize the amount I gave
was gone; and I never had to say, “Oops, I forgot to put
in my offering this week.”
DDG has been on the rise at Trinity, and that is
great for the consistency and stability of our general
fund. It’s so gratifying to know that I am consistently
helping to support this special place, from which God
does so many great things through the many great
people who gather here. Please consider joining us in
this by talking to Sally and filling out a DDG slip.
Thanks, and God bless!
Bay Cliff Health Camp is the Mission of the Month
By Nathan Ruble
The Mission of the Month for February is Bay Cliff
Health Camp in Big Bay, Michigan. Bay Cliff is a
world for special children between the ages of three and
18, and there you’ll find children laughing and playing,
while facing life with wheelchairs, leg braces, and
hearing aids. You’ll find children with cardiac
problems, diabetes, speech and hearing deficiencies,
and other handicaps.
Since its beginning in 1933, Bay Cliff Health Camp
has promoted the health, welfare, happiness, and
development of the children in the Upper Peninsula.
All children receive daily therapy while
participating in a variety of outdoor activities. Their
special needs are met through programs approved by
their doctors. These include reading; swimming; and
speech, physical, and occupational therapy. College
students from around the U.S., as well as other
countries, seek employment at the camp to find
practical application for the things they have learned in
the classroom. And now Bay Cliff has expanded its
capabilities for year-round use.
People of the Upper Peninsula continue to make
certain that the Bay Cliff tradition lives on. Funding
efforts continue throughout the year, from the annual
Fourth of July Polka Fest in Ontonagon to the Business
and Professional Women’s Club auction at Sault Ste.
Marie. The Menominee Kiwanis Club holds a “Run for
Bay Cliff.” Other communities hold dances, bake sales,
and fairs. Donations come from corporations, trade
unions, college fraternities, and private citizens.
Again this year, we would like to join in to help
support Bay Cliff Health Camp. Thank you for your
support.

Minutes of the Church Council Meeting,
January 15, 2018

Roll Call: Adam Ryan, Jack Noyce, Kristy Ryan, Cindi
Strehlow, Emily Ritsema, Scott Ritsema, Pastor Geri,
John Erickson, and Lea Varda.
The agenda was reviewed and accepted as presented.
The December minutes were reviewed. A correction
was made: Apportionments have been paid in full
for many years.
Pastor Geri shared a report from the Conference about
the Vital Church Initiative. Trinity completed Phase 1,
engaged in conversation about Phase 2, and it was
decided Trinity was not ready to pursue Phase 2 at this
time. Naomi and Gary from the Conference, as well as
District Superintendent Scott Harmon agreed with us.
The Conference still wants to help Trinity out. In
addition to our church taking up reading the Bible in a
year, there are a couple of workshops around building
healthy congregations. The Staff Parish Relations
Committee will be looking into the information and
promoting this. The Council agreed that the workshop
was a good idea. As far as we know now, it is being
offered at no charge to Trinity. It was generally agreed
that September would be better than any time during the
summer.
Pastor ended the moments of Silent Prayer time with the
January Jubilee prayer.
NURTURE
Staff Parish Relations Committee – Scott made a
motion on behalf of the Staff Parish Relations
Committee giving the committee the authority to
initiate Town Hall meetings to the church to
maintain transparency of budgetary and finance
issues. Jack seconded. Motion passed.
OUTREACH
Feeding America Truck – Adam made a motion on
behalf of Chris Langer for the TUMC to host and
participate in the Feeding America Truck deliveries
in June and August under the direction of Chris
Langer, utilizing the grant money in the Feeding
America Fund. Cindi seconded. Motion passed.
Leadership Development and Resourcing Reports
Finance – Jack reported the General Fund balance at
the end of December was $5,133.43. The revolving line
of credit loan balance is paid off in full. We have been
blessed with gifts, funds, and hard work from the
Stewardship and Generosity Team, with the fellowships
and fundraisers. Financial Secretary Cole Grenier has
been asked by the Finance Committee to gather
information from pledging and offering envelopes for
the 2017 end-of-year reports. The 2018 Budget
Worksheet was handed out and reviewed. There are
discussions of a Financial Security Project to build a

prudent reserve for the fluctuations in giving, and
holding it in a specific account.
The Budget Task Force Recommendations were
reviewed and discussed by the following Committee
representatives:
Finance Committee: They have reviewed giving
patterns in order to set revenue expectations at a more
realistic level, based on past experience. The 2018
Budget reflects the insights gained from that review.
They will continue to discuss the best way to
communicate with the members of the church i.e. cover
memo for the year-end statements.
Trustees: The Budget Task Force Committee has
recommended to the Trustees that we do some of the
following to curtail expenses or bring in more income:
Encourage rental of the church facilities. At their
suggestion, the Trustees are in the process of making a
“rental” chart: we currently have only suggested
charges for weddings, but will work on other charges,
but it should be noted that Trinity is already used by
groups that contribute financially. The following list is
for the year 2017. A.A. $390, O.A. $160, Bridge Club
$548, Exercise Class $1,031, Recitals $150. As you can
see, this amounts to $2,279, which is a nice added
income. The grocery slips that Betsy Trumbell keeps
track of also bring in a large amount, so we should
continue to let our people know that this is a good thing
to do. I believe these slips brought in almost $1,000 last
year. Betsy can give the exact amount if you want it.
Worship Team: They do not see a need to limit
themselves to one worship service at this time. They
are looking at other ways to streamline and reduce
costs.
Staff Parish Relations Committee: Discussions and
results of the Budget Task Force items for Staff Parish –
More research will be gathered and future consideration
for job/duty sharing responsibilities with other local
churches and determine possible savings from sharing
resources with the Episcopal Church. Pastor’s
compensation will be reviewed prior to the 2018 Charge
Conference. No change to custodian salary/hours, but
research and discussion with Larry on clarification of
duties, hours, and subsequent job description updates.
Discussion has taken place and an SPRC discussion and
motion to remove the summer music duty from the
music director’s job description, and subsequently the
salary during the summer months, will take place at the
February 5 SPRC meeting. The Council and Finance
Committee will be advised immediately after. No
change to the secretary hours. Further research on
potential duty changes and budget savings regarding
secretary “time sharing” with other local churches.
Urgency around the need for Town Hall meetings to

inform the membership of what steps may be necessary
if budgetary challenges are not resolved.
Bruce made a motion to adjourn, John seconded.
Meeting adjourned.
Next Meeting: Monday, February 19, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.

Blair called the meeting to order.

The kitchen freezer doesn’t work. Chris Langer sent
information on walk-in freezers available for purchase
from Feeding America. The consensus was that we do
not need or have room for a walk in freezer. A new
replacement freezer like the one we have would cost
$3,900.
John checked into repairing our current freezer with Jeff
Helgren from Superior Heating and Refrigeration, with
the cost of installing a new compressor being about
$1,200. Jon moved to have the freezer repaired with
Jeff Helgren, not to exceed $1,500. John supported.
Motion carried.

The Trustees’ new member, Jerry Hicks, was
introduced.

Brad fixed the leaking sink in the kitchen. The parts
were less than $100.

Betsy opened with a prayer.

Half of the automatic door doesn’t work. Brad looked
at it and can replace some parts to fix the door. John
moved to have Brad repair the door, allowing for
purchase of parts not to exceed $200. Marsha
supported. Motion carried.

Minutes of the Trustees Meeting,
January 8, 2018

Present: Blair Daugherty, Marsha Bonicatto, Jerry
Hicks, John Erickson, Brad Strehlow, Jon Harry, Betsy
Trumbell, Pastor Geri Hamlen.

The agenda was reviewed.
Marsha moved to accept the minutes from the
December 11, 2017 meeting. Jon supported. Motion
carried.
Marsha informed the Trustees that Rick Thompson had
surgery for skin cancer. Betsy will send Rick a card.
COMMUNICATIONS
The City of Iron Mountain sent a letter asking that we
run water until we hear otherwise. The water is running
in the utility room.
MDOT sent a letter asking permission to do sidewalk
work by the Church. Blair will sign the OK and send it
to MDOT.
OLD BUSINESS
The three items from the Budget Task Force were
discussed.
1. Church rental. We already get money from AA, the
exercise group, the bridge club, weddings, funerals,
baby showers, music recitals, etc. Betsy will check
with Sally and Jack Noyce to see what was brought in
from these groups in 2017. Jerry, Marsha, and Betsy
will work on a charge schedule for use of the Church.
2. Change Trustee participation to overages in line
items for maintenance and repair to $18,000. Marsha
moved to take the message to Finance that the
Trustees will keep our commitment at overages
above $20,000, not $18,000. Jon supported. Motion
carried.
3. Get quotes for building and liability insurance.
Trustees will look at this in the spring when our current
policy comes due.
NEW BUSINESS
D & L put a new ignition system in boiler #1. They
will come back this week and put a new board in boiler
#3.

The slate of Trustee officers for 2018 is:
Chairperson-Blair Daugherty
Vice Chairperson-Jon Harry
Secretary-Betsy Trumbell
Trustee Rep to Finance Committee-Marsha Bonicatto
Trustee Rep to Endowment Committee-Jon Harry
John moved to accept these candidates. Brad
supported. Motion carried.
Dawn Riutta found a stained glass and brass cross in a
closet and wondered whether it could be restored and
used. It needs new wiring and cleaning and maybe a
new stand. Blair took it home to see if it can be
restored.
Jon passed out a TUMC Maintenance Schedule for the
Church and Parsonage that John and he had worked on.
Jon will e-mail a copy to Dean Laitinen from Staff
Parish and Sally and the Pastor. The Trustees will
discuss this at the next meeting.
Trustees had discussed sandblasting and painting of the
heater covers in the Church. Brad will get a quote from
Adam Smart. We will also get a quote from Zams.
PASTOR’S TIME
The brass on the advent wreath needs to be cleaned.
Marsha will take care of this.
Pastor Geri talked about the Jubilee Year at Trinity. The
prayer of the month was distributed.
Pastor Geri gave a closing prayer.
John moved to adjourn. Jerry supported. Motion
carried.
Submitted by Betsy Trumbell, Trustee Secretary.
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Men of Prayer now meet on the first Monday of each
month. The February 5 meeting will be here at Trinity
at 7:00 p.m. We’ll compare notes on life and where
God is working things out. Prayer time will then be
followed by Holy Communion. Come and see what it’s
all about. For more information, please call Scott
Ritsema, (906)282-4549.

Ash Wednesday Worship
February 14 at 6:00 p.m.
Please join us.
February Jubliee Prayer:
Holy God…We pray for our church and those who
belong and those who don’t. Please let your presence
be felt by those who are going through bad times. We
don’t always know what has happened in people’s lives,
so help us to try to find good in everyone. We pray for
wisdom for ourselves and for the leaders of our country.
Help us to develop warm and loving relationships with
each other and especially our youth. We ask all of this
and at the same time we give you thanks for everything.
Thank you and thank you again. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

